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Biden Administration Rolling Out Teenage
Truckers to Ease Supply Chain Woes
The bipartisan infrastructure bill included a big favor to the trucking industry.
By Arthur Delaney Huffpost® 1/14/2022

The Biden administration is set to
launch an apprenticeship program to let
18-year-olds take jobs as long-haul
truckers, despite a steady increase in
fatal truck crashes over the years.
The trucking industry has long clamored
for Congress to lower the legal driving
age for interstate trucking from 21 to 18,
and lawmakers
delivered
the
apprenticeship program as part of the
bipartisan infrastructure bill last year.
Freight carriers have complained for
years they can’t find enough drivers,
though economists
have
pointed
out that the supposed shortage results
from low pay and difficult work
conditions.
“The reason this was included in the
bipartisan infrastructure act is because
we need to address the shortage of
drivers which is impacting, of course,
the transferring of goods and then the
cost of goods on the shelves,” White
House press secretary Jen Psaki said
this week.

The administration announced the Safe
Driver Apprenticeship Pilot this week as
one of several parts of the infrastructure
bill set to take effect, including $27
billion to repair bridges around the
country. The Federal Motor Carrier
Safety
Administration
said
that
sometime in the “near future” it will set
up a website with information about the
apprenticeship program for younger
drivers.
“In practice, this means a 20-year-old
can drive her rig thousands of miles
across a large state like Texas or
California, but she can’t pick-up or drop
a load one mile across the border in a
neighboring state,” Jeremy Kirkpatrick, a
spokesperson for the American Trucking
Associations, said in an email.
The pilot program requires 400 hours of
additional
training,
most
of
it
accompanied by an experienced driver,
Kirkpatrick said, and requires trucks to
be equipped with advanced safety
features such as active braking and
video cameras.

But the argument that the program will
merely allow experienced 18-year-old
drivers to finally cross state lines
obscures how that actually changes the
job, said Steve Viscelli, a trucking
economics expert at the University of
Pennsylvania. Driving within state lines
generally means going home every
night; driving interstate can mean long
trips away from home, with more
opportunities for fatigue.
“These drivers are going to be driving
irregular hours for weeks, sometimes
months at a time,” Viscelli said. “That’s a
fundamentally different kind of work.”

Trucking
companies
and
goods
distributors have been unanimous in
support of the program, while safety
advocates have opposed it.
“The reason there is a shortage of
truckers is it’s a lousy job,” said Joan
Claybrook, a former head of the
National
Highway
Traffic
Safety
Administration and former director of the
good-government group Public Citizen.
“These truckers quit because they are
forced to drive ― and Department of
Transportation rules allow them to drive
― for 77 hours in seven days. That’s not
a life.”
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